Messiah University

Mosaic
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999)

Brethren in Christ Church Archives

3-25-1982

Evangelical Visitor - March 25, 1982 Vol. 95. No. 6.
Glen A. Pierce

Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor
Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons

Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2444
Recommended Citation
Pierce, Glen A., "Evangelical Visitor - March 25, 1982 Vol. 95. No. 6." (1982). Evangelical Visitor
(1887-1999). 2444.
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2444

Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service,
leadership and reconciliation in church and society.
www.Messiah.edu

One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055

ET YOUTH DECID!

In this issue

...

FEATURES
Two sides of the altar
by Leo M. Thornton

3

Strongholds or infiltration:
two models for ministry
by Joyce Peterman

4

To institute or
not to institute
by Esther Spurrier

6

A taste of the feast
by Miriam Stern

8

READERSHIP SURVEY . . .
Let YOUth Decide Report
T-shirt business to
create jobs for
Atlanta welfare women

Insert
9

16

DEPARTMENTS
Book Corner

6

Church News

12

Messiah College

13

Readers Respond

14

Dialogue: Two kingdom
theology and a few
observations

14

Editor's Notebook:
Twenty Questions

15

General Conference
Information

Evangelical

2

Visitor

Volume 95
(USPS 180-300)
Number 6
Official publication of the Brethren in Christ
Church, published semi-monthly by Evangel
Press, 301 N. E l m Street, (P. O. Box 166), Napp a n e e , I N 46550-0166
Editor: Glen A. Pierce
Page Editors:
Missions: Alice Dourte
Christian Service Ministries: J. Wilmer
Heisey
Christian Education: Harriet Bicksler
Brethren in Christ Publication
Board:
Dwight E. Bert, Paul E. Hostetler, Louis O.
Cober, Lester C. Fretz, Paul E, Witter, James
W. Esh, Emerson Frey
Mailing
Information:
All correspondence and manuscripts should
be addressed t o t h e Editor, Evangelical Visitor,
P. O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550-0166.
Changes of address should include both the
old and new address.
Renewals: 1 year - $7.00; 2 years - $13.50; 3 years
- $20.00; 5 years - $32.50. New and gift subscriptions, $6.00 a year. Lifetime, $125.00.
Overseas airmail rates available upon request.
Second-class postage paid at Nappanee, IN
46550-0166. Printed in U.S.A.
Member, Evangelical Press Association.

2

General
Conference
Information
Keep in mind that the first business
session of General Conference will begin
at 1:00 on Saturday, July 3. This is two
hours earlier than in previous Conferences. The General Secretary says that
some very important items of business
will be considered in this opening session, including recommendations regarding RENEWAL 2000! by the Task
Force on Structure, Funding, and
Budgeting.
Those coming to the Los Angeles
Airport should arrive no later than 9:00
to allow time for registration and lunch.
Be sure to get reservations on public
carriers early because of the holidays in
both the U.S. and Canada.
All arrangements for off-campus lodging need to be made privately. After
such plans have been made (including
those who will be staying in their own
homes), please use the green card attached to the Evangelical Visitor insert
to send registration information to Paul
Hostetler. A family or group need use
only one green registration card. It is
very important at Conference time, especially in emergencies, to be able to
reach anyone with a minimum of effort.
Everyone, including men, women,
and children, attending General Conference in any day sessions, should regis-

ter. The registration fee should be paid
by all people 18 years of age and older
who attend one or more day sessions or
workshops. The green insert gives both
the daily rates and Conference rates.
Pre-registration for General Conference is in two stages. The first stage, in
which the green card is sent to the Convention Director, is described above.
When he receives your registration card,
the Convention Director will mail you
more detailed registration forms, one
for each man, woman, and child. When
these individual forms are completed,
they should be returned to Paul Hostetler along with a check or money order
covering the entire amount for registration, rooms, and meals. Please do not
send part-payment; wait until you can
send in the entire amount. It will save
much bookkeeping and postage.
All people who wish to have display
space at General Conference should notify the Convention Director. It is available in 8-foot modules at the rate of $10
per 8-foot module. Please send a check
along with the request.
Groups who need meeting places before or during Conference should notify
the Convention Director. Meetings can
also be set up during meals for groups of
up to 45 in the President's Dining Room
and up to 80 in the Faculty Dining
Room. Trays will be picked up in the
regular serving line.
For more information, contact Paul
Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027. Phone:
(717) 766-2621. If no answer, call (717)
766-8914 and leave a message.

President Reagan asked to act on
violence caused by drunken driving
Prompted by the senseless deaths and
injuries caused by alcohol-related highway accidents, the National Association
of Evangelicals has asked President Reagan to take a leadership role in helping
resolve this national tragedy. This call
for action was stated in a letter sent to
the president from NAE's Office of Public Affairs in Washington, D.C.
"Our concern for this issue," the letter
noted, "is rooted in the biblical belief
that human life is sacred . . . . We evangelicals cannot, therefore, ignore a present evil that in the last decade alone has
cost the lives of 250,000 fellow Americans."

Expressing the opinion that the senseless carnage caused by drunken driving
is as appalling as the violent crimes
recorded by the FBI, the letter continued: "The major difference is that
drunken driving violence is in significant
measure preventable, given the national
will to act. Direct presidential involvement is crucial to developing such a
will."
The letter went on to suggest that the
president appoint a special commission
which would develop a national master
plan to address alcohol-related highway
deaths and injuries.
Evangelical
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of the altar

Two sides
by Leo M. Thornton

I believe that there is a need for a
balanced approach to the teaching and
experience of the sanctified and Spiritfilled life. For example, much of the
present emphasis concentrates more on
man's participation than God's in this
experience. We hear much of yielding,
surrender, and commitment.
At other times in our recent past there
has been an effort within certain groups
to place the emphasis upon God's part
as a sovereign act. Using the altar as a
symbol of this spiritual experience,
God's part and then man's, it appears to
me that we must minister through teaching and preaching concerning both sides
of the altar.
The problem of such a balance is no
new concern for the church. Councils
have been held to resolve such imbalance. In one such Council, the Nicene
Creed was formulated in A.D. 325 to
affirm both the divine and human nature of Christ.
Albert C. Outler addresses this problem of balance in relation to salvation in
his article "John Wesley as Theologian—
Then and Now" (Theology
Digest,
School of Divinity, St. Louis University,
spring 1975). Dr. Outler reminds us of
"the old 'either/ors' between the Protestant emphasis upon God's sheer gratuity in our justification or the Catholic

Dr. Thornton is president of Western
Theological Seminary, Portland, OR. Reprinted by permission from The Wesleyan
Advocate.
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insistence on actual righteousness in our
sanctification—call(s) for new 'both/
ands.' "
So it is in the experience of personal
sanctification. There are two sides to the
altar, man's and God's. This cooperative
action between God and man provides
the balance for a total gospel.
The prayer of Jesus in John 17 clearly
teaches this distinction and necessity of
God's and man's cooperative participation in sanctification. In verse 17 Jesus
prays, "Sanctify them in the truth; thy
word is truth" (RSV). Then in verse 19
he prays, "and for their sake I consecrate
myself."

Consecration is the
work of man in
separation unto God,
while sanctification
is God's act
to cleanse and
purify the heart.

Remember, the meaning or sense of
the verb is governed by the subject. In
verse 17 the disciples are the subject and
in verse 19 Jesus is the subject. Such a
clarification will certainly help us to
make a proper distinction and notice the
direction implied in each of these verses.
As we look more carefully at the high
priestly prayer for the Eleven and for all
of us who believe "through their word"
(v. 20), we can see both sides of the altar.
Jesus prays that we might be "sanctified," which is God's act upon the heart
and life of the believer (I Thess. 5:23). It
is assumed that they, the Eleven, and we
have been consecrated to God (John
17:9-16).
Then Jesus prays for himself and
says, "I consecrate myself' (v. 19), which
was an act of submission to the cross
that was to follow (Matt. 26:39). Jesus
certainly did not need, as the sinless,
perfect Son of God, to be made clean,
pure, and holy as was the need of the
disciples.
However, we do follow the Lord in
consecration as we submit ourselves in
accordance to the pattern of Romans
12:1-2. Consecration is the work of man
in separation unto God, while sanctification is God's act to cleanse and purify
the heart.
It is incumbent upon us to teach,
preach, and minister "from both sides of
the altar" if we would present a total
gospel. Only then will our students and
people truly understand their heritage
and privilege in the faith prayed for and
provided by God through Jesus Christ.
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Strongholds
or
infiltration:
two models for
Last summer I attended a Brethren in
Christ Regional Conference as a youth
delegate. After listening to the committee reports, financial figures, and manysided discussions, I found voting on the
various issues a very perplexing task.
The conference body was faced with two
realities: a diversity of church agencies
and a limited supply of resources of
time, money and persons. This meant
some difficult choices: Shall we meet the
financial requests of this church agency,
shall we approve and fund another
agency's planned expansions, shall we
start a new ministry for the needs of
senior citizens or handicapped persons—
and on went the agenda. All these decisions could be focused in one question:
How can we best use our resources to
serve God, our brotherhood, our world?
Looking back, I have realized that the
same question which summarized the
deliberations of that Regional Conference must be continually considered not
only on the denominational level but in
our local churches and individual lives
as well. Jesus Christ has provided us
with clear guidelines as to what our task
as a church involves: making disciples,
loving one another through concrete
actions, working for justice in our world.
But Scripture does not dictate those
structures through which we are to carry
out that task. It is our responsibility to
continually evaluate the agencies and
programs we support, considering whether these structures for ministry are working effectively and exploring alternative
structures.
What kind of structures for ministry
have we as Brethren in Christ typically
4

developed? I would suggest that many of
the church agencies we have supported
over the years could be placed under the
general heading of "stronghold" ministries. These agencies reflect our understanding of ourselves as a community of
persons who have been called out of the
kingdom of the world to be "a people
belonging to God." They are a response
to needs arising within this community
of believers, especially the need to resist
being "conformed to this world."

In the "stronghold"
agencies, warfare with
the darkness of this
age is carried out
by establishing the
fortresses of our own
Brethren in Christ
institutions.

For example, concern that our youth
may develop a Christ-centered lifestyle
in the midst of the pressures of an
increasingly secularized public education system led to the establishment of
our own Brethren in Christ high schools
and post-secondary schools. Sensitivity
to the needs of our aging members has
prompted the building of Brethren in
Christ retirement homes where they can
enjoy fellowship and adequate care.
Church-related camping ministries seek
to provide a setting for recreation and
fellowship for persons of all ages.

All of these "stronghold" agencies
generally have a powerful impact on
those whom they serve. People whose
lives have been shaped by their experiences in a Brethren in Christ high
school, college, campmeeting, or camping ministry have gone on to effective
Christian service in many vocations and
places. But at the same time, "stronghold" agencies minister directly to only a
small group of people. As our denomination expands across the United States
and Canada, the distance between local
congregations and these Brethren in
Christ strongholds also expands. Often
only persons within a centralized area
can benefit from "stronghold" agencies.
Economic factors also limit the ministry of our "stronghold" agencies. Often
these agencies exist to provide for a
need, whether for education, senior citizens care, or camping experiences,
which similar non-church institutions
are also attempting to meet. When these
non-church institutions are funded by
the government or the community, they
can provide these services at less cost. As
a result, some persons who could benefit
f r o m the spiritual dimension of a
Brethren in Christ high school, college,
retirement facility, or camp choose the
non-church institution for economic reasons. And simultaneously our church
institutions require an increasing investment of finances and skilled persons
simply to remain on a par with their
non-church counterparts.
Clearly there are some problems with
the "stronghold" model of ministry. But
supporters of "stronghold" agencies
point out that these agencies do much
Evangelical
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United in Christ
in our
fragmented world

ministry
by Joyce Peterman

more than simply duplicate services
already being provided by secular institutions. Secular institutions fail to meet
the biblical ideal of ministry to the whole
person by not recognizing that humanity's neediness is rooted in alienation
from God. Thus while these institutions
may provide for the very real needs of
health care, cultivation of the mind, or
emotional and social needs, the need for
a restored relationship with God is
overlooked.
However, the existence of these secular institutions also suggests an alternative structure for ministry. This structure for ministry, which I have called
"infiltration," involves working within
existing non-church institutions and seeking to supplement these programs where
they fall short of meeting basic spiritual
needs. This means channeling a proportion of our material resources and trained, committed persons into ministering
to the spiritual needs of individuals
already being served by non-church
schools, nursing homes, camps, and
other community programs, such as
those for the underprivileged or handicapped.
Often ministries of "infiltration" are
overlooked when we budget our resources. The "strongholds" we build are
very visible and we can see concrete
results for the money we invest in "stronghold" ministries: new classrooms, new
cabins for a camp, a new dining hall, and
so on. The danger is that we may assume
that new buildings or property renovations guarantee effective ministry. We
must remind ourselves that facilities
may provide a conducive atmosphere
March 25, 1982

for ministry, but do not guarantee that
ministry—something which happens between persons—actually happens.
In contrast, investment in "infiltration" ministries does not show concrete
results, for it is a direct investment in
people, not buildings. Investment in
"infiltration" ministries involves training and supporting persons to minister
to the elderly in locations far from
already existing Brethren in Christ retirement centers. It means training and
supporting leaders to minister to those
young people who do not have the
opportunity to attend Brethren in Christ
schools and colleges. It involves building a strong teaching ministry in our
Sunday schools and youth groups, providing each believer with a strong Christian base and helping him "infiltrate" his
or her own sphere of influence with the
good news.
In the "stronghold" agencies, warfare
with the darkness of this age is carried
out by establishing the fortresses of our
own Brethren in Christ institutions. In
contrast, the "infiltration" model calls
for guerrilla tactics, infiltrating every
segment of society as salt and light, diffusing the good news into areas where
there is very little Christian influence.
However, the "infiltration" model of
ministry has its own limitations. Christians who seek to develop a Christcentered ministry within non-church
institutions will be faced again and again
with the incompatibility of the kingdom
of the world and the kingdom of God.
They may feel pressured to compromise
distinctive and essential elements of the
Brethren in Christ expression of faith.
Or they may be accused of inflexibility
or narrowness in a setting where Brethren in Christ patterns are unfamiliar.
Sometimes the regulations of the institutions in which they work will limit their
ministry.

The "infiltration"
model calls for
guerrilla tactics,
infiltrating every
segment of society
as salt and light,
diffusing the good
news into areas where
there is very little
Christian influence.

Obviously both "stronghold" and "infiltration" ministries have strengths and
drawbacks. "Strongholds" are necessary
because we are a people who are in the
world but do not live by the world's
value system. They provide the means to
preserve and pass on distinctively Christian values. Yet our faith becomes ingrown and stagnant if we fail to balance
our "strongholds" with ministries that
infiltrate existing societal institutions
with that faith. At the same time, "infiltration" ministries tend to blur with culture if they are divorced from the firm
roots and foundations provided by
"strongholds."
What are some practical ways to
maintain a balance of these two kinds of
ministry, both corporately and as individuals? Of course, an obvious place to
evaluate ourselves is in our denominational and local church budgets. Are our
expenditures on "strongholds" being
balanced by investments in "infiltration"—
training and support of persons to minister to the vast numbers of persons
within already existing schools, universities, nursing homes, and other institutions?
On an individual level, each of us will
probably find ourselves in a situation
that is more conducive to one of these
models of ministry, and will need to
make an effort to maintain a balance
between the two. In my own present
situation as a university student, faced
with the abundant challenge of living
out my faith in a secular intellectual climate, I need firm ties to the "strongholds" of Christian community to maintain my perspective. Those in a contrasting situation of strong involvement in
"stronghold" ministries of the denomination or local church should consider
balancing this by "infiltration." The possibilities are endless—involvement in a
community organization like Big Brothers, working as a volunteer in a local
nursing home, helping as a sponsor in
the Christian group in a local high
school or university.
How can we best use our resources to
serve God, our brotherhood, our world?
The decisions never are easy. May we
always be sensitive to the Spirit of God
as we seek both to develop an accurate
picture of the world in which we live and
to discern what it is that God is calling us
to do in that world. •
Joyce Peterman is a second year student at
the University of Waterloo in Ontario, where
she is majoring in English. She enjoys visiting her family in Pennsylvania, where her
father pastors the Manheim
congregation.
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Book Corner

Something
Meaningful
for God
"People working in the name and
spirit of Christ have always been the
biggest contribution MCC could make
in any situation," says C. J. Dyck, editor
of Something
Meaningful for God,
Volume 4 of the Mennonite Central
Committee Story.
MCC is the cooperative relief and
service agency of seventeen North American Mennonite-related groups, ranging
from the Brethren in Christ to the
Beachy Amish. This book introduces a
few of the thousands of persons who
have served in North America and overseas with MCC.
The fifteen brief biographies of individuals and couples include eyewitness
accounts of the initial vision for MCC in
1920, the resettlement of refugees following World War II, the healing of
lepers today, and other fascinating
stories.
A chapter having special interest to
the Brethren in Christ is that on C. N.
Hostetter, Jr., written by E. Morris
Sider, faculty member of Messiah
College.
"Happenings are often told and understood best by seeing them through the
eyes of people who were there," Dyck
says. "Faraway events take on time and
space, flesh and blood. These are firsthand accounts of ordinary and dramatic
events M C C has met in its ministries
around the world."
Companion volumes released in 1980
are: From the Files of MCC (about the
origins of MCC, Russia, refugee work),
Responding to Worldwide Need (in
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and
Asia), and Witness and Service in North
America (peace witness, mental health,
voluntary service).
Published by Herald Press, these
books may be ordered from your local
Christian Light Bookstore, or from
CLB, P.O. Box 226, Nappanee, IN
46550.
6

Zambian school children.

I s ministering to social and personal
needs a necessary part of our missions
program? That's kind of like asking if
God is interested in every part of our
lives. Yet, if the question is stated differently—Do institutions play an important, contributing role in the development of the national church?—the
answer is not so easy.
When missionaries first left their
homes to spread the good news, they
were immediately impressed by the widespread physical needs of the people
among whom they lived. They set about
to try to alleviate physical suffering in
the name of Jesus Christ. Literacy also
became an important goal if people were
to be able to read and study the Word of
God; thus, schools were set up to
educate.
It is easy in these days of extensive
missiological study to second-guess the
efforts and goals of those pioneer missionaries. However, our efforts are better spent in a consideration of where we
go from here.
Each national church situation needs
to be considered in light of its peculiar
circumstances. But, in countries where
church leadership administers businesses
and institutions, one persistent danger is
that much of that energy and effort of

Esther Spurrier is part of the missionary
staff at Macha Mission, Zambia. This is the
second in a series addressing current issues in
missions.

the executive body could go into discussing business and administrative affairs. Important goals of evangelism,
discipling new believers, and personal
spiritual growth can easily take a back
seat to the pressures of administrative
decisions demanding attention.
On the other hand, institutions staffed
by committed Christians can make important contributions to the life of the
national church. For example, the influence of mission schools in Zambia reaches local villages to the highest levels of
government. Exposing young people to
Bible teaching, Christian fellowship to
enhance personal spiritual growth, and
Christian moral values is a continuing
need. Such goals could even be carried
out by Christian teachers in government
schools where the administration is sympathetic. But it could be very difficult
under an administration antagonistic to
Christianity.
In the health care field, it is difficult to
quantify the effects of hospital evangelism and the widening ripples resulting
from personal contacts with Christian
health care workers. Yet mission hospitals in Zambia continue to be very
highly regarded as places where quality
health care is given by a caring staff.
And opportunities are many for service
in developing countries which have not
yet trained enough national professionals to meet the expanding need.
Bethel College anthropologist Donald
Larson has stated his theory that an
outsider entering a new society needs to
Evangelical
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To institute
or not
to institute
View of Choma Secondary School's hall.

by Esther Spurrier

have role validity. That is, his job needs
to make sense to those who are at home
in that society (e.g., learner, trader, storyteller). Educators and health care
workers have instant role validity in
most societies. However, we contend
with the persistent rumor that only
those not qualified to work in developed
countries go to the Third World to
work; it doesn't make sense to some that
we voluntarily leave North America for
a developing country. How do we effectively communicate our Biblical mandate?
Full-time church workers, both expatriate and national, often meet with crit-

icism that they are not really working.
There is simply not enough visible action
to make sense to the majority of people.
(Does this sound familiar: "I wonder
what our pastor does all the time!
Preaching twice and visiting the sick
can't consume forty hours a week!"?) In
many countries only those expatriates
who possess a needed skill can enter to
work. Some nations send skilled workers to developing countries as part of a
foreign aid program. (The United States
would do well to do more of this rather
than peddling death and destruction in
the form of military aid.) But if the
government cannot be persuaded to do

it, the church can still take up the challenge to meet the need.
The problem of continuing to balance
the administration of institutions with
efforts to enhance the growth and vitality of the church is one that does not go
away. It confronts church leaders in
every country where churches administer institutions (yes, even in North
America).
But to the question stated earlier, the
answer still seems to be that we are the
salt of the earth. Wherever God has led
us—in whatever jobs we find ourselves—
we are commanded to do them heartily
as unto God. The mandate for a Christian in a cross-cultural setting is no different from that of a Christian who has
lived all his life in the same community.
We are to be God's people, to show his
love and spread his message, to support
and further his work.
Am I comfortable in my role as an
institutional missionary? Most decidedly so. Would I encourage other Christians with appropriate skills to take the
opportunity to serve God and man by
working in church, government and private sector businesses and institutions in
countries where they are needed? Most
decidedly so. They might be some of the
few grains of salt that will savor that
kettle of soup!

Finishing exercises for a class of Zambia
Enrolled Nurses School students at
Macha Mission Hospital.
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Stern

We pinned on our smart plastic encased nametags. Now we were properly registered as delegates to the 4th General
Assembly of the Association of Evangelicals of Africa and Madagascar (AE AM)
which met in 1981 in Malawi. As we
entered the capital city of Lilongwe an
hour earlier, a warm welcome was evidenced by the big banners spanning
streets, announcing the occasion.
Settling into our dorms of a teachers'
college was reminiscent of boarding
school days—men to the boys' dorms
and women to the girls'. Much of the
chatter was unintelligible to me as the
300 plus delegates represented over 40
countries, 29 of them African.
What a lot we had to learn! We found
that many African countries to the
north use French, rather than English.
This necessitated headphones for all of
us at times. It was pleasant surprise to
see such sharp, dedicated l e a d e r s h i p Africans with Ph. D.'s already successful in the business world but giving service to Christ and the Church.
"The Local Church—Today and Tomorrow" was the theme of the seven-day
conference. Each morning Rev. Gottried Osei-Mensah, a Ghanian presently
living in London, presented a letter to

the Seven Churches of Asia (Revelation
2-3), after which we broke into study
groups to share, evaluate and compare
the lesson with our relevant situation.
Cult warnings. "The Mormons are
coming" we were warned by Paul Gardner of Research Ministries working out
of Nairobi. Three years ago a revelation
received by a prophet now makes Mormons responsible to go to the black
peoples of the world. With their polygamy stance, Mormonism could become
popular in Africa. Cults found elsewhere abound here too.
Workshops covered ministries to pastors, men, women and youth. From two
of these:
Caesar M„ a black Wheaton College
graduate shared graphically about his
Youth Alive ministry in Soweto, Johannesburg, using limited funds and such
people as the Lord brings his way. It was
encouraging to see something of value
happening among youth in such a wounded part of society.
Women's seminar topics included
"Singleness" (Someone in the group
asked, "But how can we make the people where we live see you can be a normal person and yet single?"); "Women's
ordination" (A point well made: if a

mam

man, pastor or another, allows a woman
to use her gifts, then she is not usurping
authority. Perhaps it's up to the men to
appreciate God-given gifts in women.);
and "Working mothers" (A warning: the
diminishing home order in Africa allows
for the husband and children to see
more of the housekeeper or servant girl
than the wife/mother.).
Christian Education. Many churches
are lagging behind in the broader aspects
of Christian education, having put most
of their eggs in the Sunday school
basket. There is a need for a ministry
with children, nurture program for
young Christians, men's fellowships, active youth involvement and regular input on current trends and happenings in
global Christianity. The Christian Education Resource Commission in Nairobi
offers bright prospects. We do learn
from one another.
"The Suffering and Victorious
Church" was dealt with by Jan Pit, who
has spoken and written much about
what happens to status quo Christianity
under communist aggression. Pit stresses Christians fellowshipping across denominational lines so that during a time
of national crisis when it is impossible to
travel across town to your own church,
you can experience corporate worship
with Christians on your street. Herein is
one value of national evangelical fellowships. Standing together we have a
voice.
Due to high travel costs, the next
General Assembly of AEAM will be
held in six years (1987), probably in
West Africa. A General Council was
formed in which the chairmen and secretaries of each country will meet every
two years. We long for more of our
Zambian Brethren in Christ people to
gain a wider understanding of the real
body of Christ which is not bound by
denominational lines that won't exist in
heaven. When you come to think of it,
this meeting was a foretaste of that great
time coming.

In the April 10 issue...
• Missions to the
Cities—God's
Business and Out's
• Missions and the
Local Congregation
Pete and Miriam Stern were two of the over 300 delegates who attended the AEAM
General Assembly in Lilongwe, Malawi, last year. The Sterns are serving with Brethren
in Christ Missions in Lusaka, Zambia.
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READERSHIP SURVEY
6.

W e n e e d a n d v a l u e y o u r assistance in p l a n n i n g
t h e c o n t e n t s of t h e Evangelical
Visitor f o r t h e
f u t u r e . Please h e l p us by c o m p l e t i n g this s u r v e y
as s o o n as p o s s i b l e . M a r k y o u r replies (x) in t h e
a p p r o p r i a t e areas a n d r e t u r n t h e c o m p l e t e d survey t o us n o later t h a n M a y 1, 1982.

one

•

three

•

two

•

four or more

adequate number of photographs

•

•

photographs enhance the content

•

•

•

•

(drawings and other artwork)
illustrations enhance the content

•

•

layout is appealing

•

•

•

•

headlines and titles stimulate
interest

Visitor?

•

NO

adequate number of illustrations

H o w m a n y p e r s o n s in y o u r h o u s e h o l d read or look
at t h e Evangelical

Evan-

Visitor?
YES

A l l q u e s t i o n s are m e a n t t o be s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
a n d s i m p l e ( n o t r i c k q u e s t i o n s here!). U s u a l l y
y o u r m o s t a c c u r a t e r e s p o n s e w i l l be t h e first o n e
that c o m e s to mind. Proceed right t h r o u g h with
r e s p o n s e s o n all q u e s t i o n s t o t h e best of y o u r
ability.

1.

H o w d o y o u feel a b o u t t h e q u a l i t i e s of t h e
gelical

print is easy to read

•

•

writing generally communicates

•

•

writing level is often too high

•

•

writing level is often too low

•

•

should have more biblical studies

•

•

•

•

•

•

speaks adequately to Christians
living in contemporary society
too little emphasis on the

2.

O n t h e a v e r a g e , h o w m u c h of e a c h issue of t h e
Evangelical

3.

d o y o u read?

•

cover to cover

•

about a quarter of it

•

most of it

•

little or none

•

about half of it

U s u a l l y h o w s o o n d o y o u read t h e
Visitor

4.

Visitor

7.

•

same day

•

within a week

•

within two or
three days

•

not for a couple of
weeks or more

arrives close to

•

Usually within a

•

Balance of news and other articles

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Balance of print, illustrations,
and white space

•

•

•

•

Ease of reading

more after date of issue

Amount of news

week of date of issue
5.

Fair

arrives two weeks or
delivery is mostly erratic

H o w l o n g have y o u been a reader of t h e

Evangelical

Visitor?
•

less than one year

•

four to nine years

•

one to three years

•

more than ten years

Evan-

Poor

Overall appearance

date of issue
•

H o w d o y o u assess t h e overall i m a g e of t h e
gelical
Visitor?

Evangelical

Visitor?
•

Comments:

Evangelical

after it arrives?

U s u a l l y h o w is y o u r mail s e r v i c e f o r t h e

inner spiritual life

Comments:

Good Excellent

8.

Please h e l p us evaluate s o m e of t h e r e g u l a r s e c t i o n s of t h e Evangelical

Visitor. C h e c k o n e of t h e first five b o x e s

f o l l o w i n g e a c h s e c t i o n listed t o s h o w h o w o f t e n y o u read t h a t s e c t i o n . T h e n , c h e c k o n e of t h e next f o u r b o x e s
t o s h o w w h e t h e r t h e Visitor s h o u l d give m o r e o r less s p a c e t o that s e c t i o n in t h e future.
Do Not
Recall

How often do you read?

This

Some
Alwavs Usually
Feature articles
(usually first 4-5 pages)

Should this section be given more
space or less space in future issues?

times

Never

Section

More

Same

Less

No
Opinion

Mission articles

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Christian education
articles

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Church News
(congregational items)

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

For The Record
(births, weddings,
obituaries)

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

MCC news

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Readers Respond
(letters to the editor)

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

Major news items

The Contemporary
Scene (religious
news items)
Book reviews

Dialogue
(longer letters
from readers)
Editorials
Additional comments:

9.

H o w interested are y o u in r e a d i n g a b o u t t h e f o l l o w i n g s u b j e c t s in t h e Evangelical

Visitor?

SomeNot
Very what
Inter- Inter- Interested ested ested
the basic teachings of the
Christian faith
what the Brethren in Christ
are doing overseas
activities in local congregations
regional conference activities in
the US and Canada
Christian education at all levels
focus on leadership persons
focus on personal evangelism
focus on holiness topics
Other suggestions:

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

Very
Interested

nonresistance and its implications

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

news of church institutions
(such as Messiah College, Messiah
Village, Niagara Christian College)

•

•

•

current issues in our society
growth in personal faith

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Somewhat
Not
Inter- Interested ested

focus on stewardship education
how financial contributions are used
analysis of world needs and issues

10.

Please r e a d c a r e f u l l y t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t s a n d
c h e c k o n e of t h e t h r e e b o x e s f o l l o w i n g e a c h
statement.

12.

•

•

. under 15 years
15 to 24 years
. 25 to 34 years
35 to 44 years

13.

satisfaction about belonging to the
•

•

•

•

•

•

The articles in the Visitor
are often too short

Please i n d i c a t e t h e f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n of t h e adult
readers of t h e Visitor in y o u r h o u s e h o l d . (Write t h e
n u m b e r of p e r s o n s in each c a t e g o r y , but m a r k
o n l y o n e c a t e g o r y per person)
Did not complete high school
High school graduate
Some college or technical school
Graduate of college or technical school
Some post-graduate work
Earned master's degree
Earned doctor's degree

The articles in the Visitor
are often too long

•

•

•

•

•

•

The Visitor does not use enough
contemporary drawings and other art

45 to 54 years
55 to 64 years
65 years or more

•

The Visitor gives me a sense of
Brethren in Christ Church

in y o u r h o u s e h o l d . (Write t h e

n u m b e r of p e r s o n s in e a c h a g e range.)

No Mostly Mostly
opindis- agree
ion
agree
The Visitor helps me understand
issues facing our church

Please i n d i c a t e t h e ages of t h e o t h e r r e g u l a r readers of t h e Visitor

The visual elements of the Visitor
are appropriate to our theology

•

•

•

The Visitor is bland and unexciting

•

•

•

•

•

•

The Visitor should give more space
to controversial issues
The Visitor provides adequate help
in promoting and practicing a life
of holiness and discipleship

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

I get a spiritual uplift from most
issues of the Visitor
The Visitor provides adequate
help in promoting and practicing
peacemaking

14.

Metropolitan area (over 100,000) suburb •
central city
Urban area (25,000 to 99,000) suburb •
central city •
Urban area (2,500 to 25,000) •
Urban area (1,000 to 2,500) •
Village, town, hamlet (under 1,000) •
Rural nonfarm •
Rural farm •

Visitor is fair and balanced

•

•

•

The Visitor meets the needs of

15.

the various segments of the
Brethren in Christ Church

•

•

receive a n y of t h e f o l l o w i n g

religious

monthly magazine

•

•

•

Additional comments:

The following information will help us
learn more about our reading audience.
under 25 years
25 to 34 years
35 to 44 years

•
•
•

•

Single

•

Married

45 to 54 years
55 to 64 years
65 years or more

•

Male

•

Widowed

•

Female

•

Separated or Divorced

Yes No

•

Visitor published as a 32-page

•
•
•

Do you

magazines?

I would prefer having the

lam:

•

W h a t state o r p r o v i n c e d o y o u live in?

The editorial practice of the

11.

W h e r e d o y o u live? ( C h e c k o n l y one)

Campus Life
Charisma
Christian Century
Christianity Today
Christian Herald
Christian Living
(Lome Peachy,
editor)
Christian Reader
Decision
Eternity
Festival Quarterly
Good News
Broadcaster

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

• •

Yes No
HIS Magazine
Mennonite Life
Mennonite Reporter
Mennonite Weekly
Review
Moody Monthly
RADAR News
Sojourners
The Other Side
therefore
United Evangelical
Action
Wittenburg Door
World Vision

List other religious magazines y o u r e c e i v e .

• •
• •
• •

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

• •
• •
• •

16.

Do you

r e c e i v e a n y of t h e f o l l o w i n g

news

17.

magazines?
No

Yes

•
•
•
•

Macleans
Newsweek
Time
U.S. News & World Report
Other:
18.

m mm —

,

m m m m mm

^tmm

•
•
•
•
•
—- —

—

Librarian
Musician (vocal/instrumental)
Director of Christian Ed.
Sunday School superintendent
Treasurer
„

m

m

m
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•»•

•
•

•

readers in y o u r

Pastor
Assistant Pastor
Other-
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»"•

™™ «•» •»• "•"> ™™
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O n t h e average, h o w o f t e n have y o u a t t e n d e d w o r s h i p services d u r i n g t h e past t w o years?
Less than once a month •

20.

Magazines •
Newsletters •
Newspapers
Radio •
Television •
Other •

•
•
•
•

Please i n d i c a t e t h o s e c o n g r e g a t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s y o u a n d o t h e r r e g u l a r Visitor
h o u s e h o l d have had d u r i n g t h e past t w o years. (Mark as m a n y as apply.)
• Lay witness/evangelism
• Sunday School teacher
• Member of church board
• Trustee
• Youth Advisor

19.

W h i c h do y o u consider y o u r most important
source of nonreligious news? (Check only one.)

once or twice a month •

almost every week •

once a week or more

•

H o w l o n g have y o u been a t t e n d i n g a B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t c o n g r e g a t i o n ?
Less than one year •
One to four years •
Five to ten years •

Eleven to twenty years •
More than twenty years •
I do not attend a Brethren in Christ congregation

W e w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e a n y a d d i t i o n a l c o m m e n t s a b o u t t h e Visitor

•

or a b o u t this survey.

T h a n k y o u for y o u r helpfulness. Don't sign y o u r name or address. Just fold this questionnaire in thirds as marked,
tape it shut, and d r o p it in the mail. Please c o m p l e t e and return the questionnaire before May 1, 1982.
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_ET YOUTH DECIDE
From December 28-31, 1981, more than 400 Brethren in Christ teenagers and
adult leaders met in French Lick, Indiana for the Let YOUth Decide convention.
The event was sponsored by the denominational Board of Christian Education,
which also met officially prior to the convention. All five bishops attended and
members of the Board of Christian Education were available to organize, lead
discussions, and administrate. The music ministry team, Homeward
Bound,
from Messiah College provided live musical entertainment and inspiration. The
following poem, article, and pictures capture some of the excitement of those
four special days.
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1:30 Sunday afternoon—
Time to get everything in the car,
We'd better start our trip.
You see, we had to travel far.

For a little while at the beginning,
We were able to run around.
I looked for old acquaintances,
And some I even found.

We got a little bit of sleep,
And faced the day anew,
Our advisor kept on saying to us,
"Just another hour or two."

We all headed for our DIG meetings
Before we went for soup.
Let me tell you what DIG means—
Discussion/Interaction Group.

We finally arrived at French Lick
And got our key to our room;
As much as we had been traveling
We thought we were at the moon.

We talked about some problems
That the church is going through.
It certainly helped me a lot.
I know it would have helped you.

VjuuM.

tfcijgcLf

I am still praising God for everything he did in and
through Let YOUth Decide. Knowing all that he
accomplished in those few short days, all I can do is
wonder in awe and thank his precious name.
Love . . . 1 Corinthians 13 . . . God's love! This is the
love that I felt; I believe we all felt it. It was that unity
spoken of in Ephesians 4:3-6 that brought us all together
in a bond of peace. We realized that there is one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
One of the special events was a play based on Matthew
25. I along with six other wonderful Christian youth
under the direction of Darrel Brubaker were able to

present this play to Let YOUth Decide. We had less than
twenty-four hours to memorize all our lines, but with as
much praying as memorization, we had our lines down
and were ready for anything. I, being the Prince (portraying Christ), ended the play reminding each one of us, "I
tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did it unto me" (Matthew
25:40).
I pray that every member of our brotherhood will
realize and fulfill his duty—portraying Christ in all his
thoughts and actions. We must imitate the "Prince" by
being the servant of all.
Scott J. Hartman
Locust Grove, PA
congregation

After we all had our meetings,
We were permitted some recreation.
I guess they thought we were entitled
Since we were all on vacation.
Later Bishop Don gave some questions
Like "Why are we all here?"
He also gave simple statements
To show us that God is near.
After that informative session,
We had a sip and sing.
We were able to talk and eat
While Homeward Bound did their thing.
Homeward Bound is a singing group
Who sure knows how to sing.
They have such perfect harmony.
All glory to the King.
Then on Tuesday morning
We approached our breakfast meal.
Of all the meals that we were served,
I think breakfast was the best deal.
After that we headed for electives;
Mine was on how to date,
We learned all about L-O-V-E
And how to choose a good mate.
After lunch we had a session,
It was my favorite of all,
We all got together
To meet in Convention Hall.
This session was led by our director
Whose name was Frank Fimiano.
The Decision-Making Process
Wasn't just so-so.
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Oh, no, it was terrific!
I loved it all the way.
You see, it wasn't just a lecture
But a different kind of play.

Next morning we had a session
With the exciting Reverend Sider.
Instead of making church serious,
He seemed to make it lighter.

That night we had a banquet
And we dressed in our very best.
After our busy day's schedule,
It provided a bit of rest.

After that session we all met,
And ate our last meal together.
We all said our last goodbyes
And hoped for our trip, good weather.

Then we had a concert
Again by Homeward Bound.
They certainly had a good message
And I really liked their sound.

I'd really like to thank the youth
For the way they showed their care
But most of all I'd like to thank you
For your concern and prayer.

11:30 and once again
It was time to go to bed.
We only got two hours of s l e e p I believe that is enough said!

_
^ a r y l Bundy
Cedar Heights

'

P A

congregation

Let YOUth Decide Tapes
Main Sessions:
Biblical Basis of Decisions (Warren Hoffman)
Living the Convention (Doug Sider)
Facing Root Issues (Don Shafer)
'The Decision-making Process/A Psychodrama
(Frank Fimiano)
Workshop Sessions:
Peace Issues ** (Darrel Brubaker)
Rock Music (Warren Hoffman)
Movies/TV (Clark Miller)
Dating (Dale W. Engle)
Peer Pressure/Partying (Ken Letner)
Teenage Suicide (Mary Steffy)
" a short presentation on a tape with devotionals by David Climenhaga and Earl Lehman
The cost of each tape is $3.50 except for ('), which is
$4.00. A ddpostage and handling of 75<P for up to 4 tapes.
Five or more tapes are postage free.
Order from: SOUND SERVICES
465 Center Street
Chambersburg, PA 17201
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Church News
Allegheny Conference
A fellowship meal was held by the Martinsburg
congregation on Sunday, March 28, prior to a
week of Revival Services. Rev. Calvin Hamblin
was the evangelist for the services.
Guest speaker for the Messiah Village congregation on Sunday morning, Feb. 21, was Anna
Engle. Miss Engle has spent many years as a missionary in Africa. • The Saxton Church reports
Rev. Jake Shank shared with the congregation on
Feb. 12-14. A film on Africa was shown by Rev.
Shank.

Atlantic Conference
The Community Bible congregation reports
receiving 18 persons into fellowship and baptizing
10 persons on Sunday, Feb. 14. The congregation
held a week of revival services with Jimmy Lentz
as the evangelist • A Winter Retreat was held on
Feb. 19-21 for the youth of the Conoy congregation. The retreat was held at Camp Hebron.
The Christ's Crusaders of the Mastersonville
congregation sponsored a group from Teen Challenge, the "Eternal Connection Singers" on Sunday evening, Feb. 7. • Youth Day was observed by
the Shenks congregation on Sunday, Feb. 14,
beginning with breakfast at the church for the
youth. Both the Sunday school hour and morning
worship service were conducted by the young people. Activities were held in a school in the afternoon and a meal and film were held in the evening.

Canadian Conference

Midwest Conference
The Corn Bible Academy Choir and Handbell
Choir presented an evening of inspirational music
on Sunday, Feb. 14, to the Bethany congregation.
A time of refreshment and fellowship followed the
service. • Soup luncheons were held by the Zion
congregation each Sunday of Lent.

Pacific Conference
The Women's Fellowship of the Mountain
View congregation sponsored a Friendship Banquet on Wednesday, Feb. 10. • The Moreno congregation had an overflow crowd in their Sunday
morning service. Children from the church's preschool sang and recited Scripture in the service.
John 3:16 valentines were handed out to each
home in the community by the children. Linda
Lincke is the director of the Pacific Conference's
first preschool.
Rev. Tom Blinco ministered to the youth of the
Upland congregation in a Sunday School Rally on
Sunday morning, Feb. 7. He was also the guest
speaker in the morning worship service.

For The Record . . .
Births
Cohick: William Derrick, Feb. 17; Bill and
Esther (Zook) Cohick, Grantham congregation,
Pa.
Fretz: Angela Lauren, Feb. 2; Glenn and Lillie
Fretz, Silverdale congregation, Pa.

Positive Family Living was the theme for the
Massey Place congregation on Sunday, Feb. 21, as
the church observed Family Day. Dr. Bill Vermillion was the guest speaker.
The Port Colborne congregation observed its
25th Anniversary on Sunday, Feb. 21. • Sunday,
Feb. 28, was designated as Brigade Sunday by the
Wainfleet congregation. The Brigade was featured
in both the morning and evening programs.

Heise: Janelle Elizabeth, Jan. 1; Ken and Martha Heise, Sherkston congregation, Ont.

Central Conference

Helfrick: Stacey Lynn, Feb. 7; Ray and Debbie
Helfrick, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.

Hall: Justin Howard, Jan. 20; Howard and
Margaret Hall, Bromley, Kent, England.

Rodgers: Emily Nichole, Dec. 28; Steve and
Melodey Rodgers, Saxton congregation, Pa.
Shumaker: Andrew Noah, Feb. 17; Terry and
Melody Shumaker, Elizabethtown congregation,
Pa.
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Lohberger-Blackketter: Ariel, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. J. Eugene Blackketter, Leedey, Ok., and
Alton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Verne Lohberger,
Briscoe, Tx., Dec. 27, in the Red Star Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Clyde Denney, Rev.
Ernest McGaughey, and grandfather of the bride,
Henry Heisey, officiating.
Marsico-Metzler: Donna Gay, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Paul Metzler and Raymond James Marsico, Feb. 14, in the Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church.
Martin-Hensel: Janice Marie, daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. Glenn Hensel, Sparta, Tn., and Lyle
Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lester Martin, Alta
Loma, Ca., Feb. 20, in the Clarence Center
Brethren in Christ Church with father of the bride
and the bride's brother, Paul Hensel, officiating.
Stern-Stumbaugh: Vickie Jeanne, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. John Stumbaugh Jr., Chambersburg, Pa., and Lewis Edwin, son of Rev. and Mrs.
Hubert Stern, Newburg, Pa., Jan. 1, in the King
Street United Brethren Church with father of the
groom and Rev. Paul Baker officiating.

Obituaries
Bert: Mrs. Hazel Irene Bert, bom June 28, 1894
in Abilene, Ks., died Feb. 12, 1982 in Claremont,
Ca. She was the daughter of Bishop M. G. and
Kate Engle. On Dec. 12, 1917 she was married to
Jacob W. Bert who preceded her in death in 1973.
She is survived by a daughter, Virginia Aldefer; a
son, Orville; seven grandchildren; and seven greatgrandchildren. She was a member of the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Robert Hempy and
Rev. Alvin Burkholder. Entombment was in the
Bellevue Mausoleum.

Harbaugh: Luke Aaron, Jan. 25; Jack and
Karen Harbaugh, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.

Hollinshead: Erin Janeen, Jan. 31; Jeff and
Sara Hollinshead, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.

An Open House was held to honor Mr. and
Mrs. Emerson Haines who celebrated their 50th
Anniversary on Feb. 4. The Open House was
hosted by the couple's two daughters, Charlene
and Vera. Mr. and Mrs. Haines have been the
caretakers of the Memorial Holiness Campgrounds for the last seven years.
The Dayton Church reports that the youth of
the congregation filled leadership positions on
Youth Sunday. The film, "The Cross and the
Switchblade" was shown. • The month of February was designated by the Lakeview Church as
"hospitality month." The congregation was encouraged to invite one another into their homes.

Weddings

Smith: Sean Robert, Feb. 4; Phil and Becky
Smith, Houston, Tx.
Snyder: David Leroy, Feb. 14; John and Susan
Snyder, Manor congregation, Pa.

Brubaker: Emerson J. Brubaker, born in Ashland County, Oh. on Sept. 24,1896, died February
28, 1982 in Ashland. On. Oct. 31, 1929 he married
Mabel Hines who survives. Also surviving are
three daughters: Ruth, JoAnne, and Mrs. Lona
Climenhaga; and a brother, Ben. He was a
member of the Ashland Brethren in Christ Church
where the funeral service was conducted by Dr.
Arthur Climenhaga and Dale Dohner Jr. Interment was in the Chestnut Grove Cemetery.

Deitrick: June Deitrick, born April 11, 1928,
died Feb. 15,1982. She was the daughter of James
Deitrick who survives. Also surviving are a son,
James Odum; and two daughters: Jenny and
Joyce. She was a member of the Upland Brethren
in Christ Church were Rev. Robert Hempy and
Rev. Alvin Burkholder conducted the memorial
service.

Sollenberger: Ashley Blaine, Feb. 17; Carl and
Karen Sollenberger, Manor congregation, Pa.
Spanos: Athen, Feb. 12; Nick and Tina Spanos, Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Wallick: Kyle Jay, Feb. 17; Jay and Lois (Wolgemuth) Wallick, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Wideman: Abigail Jean, Jan. 11; Allen and
Anne Wideman, Papua, New Guinea.

Hess: Ada E. Hess, Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa., born Sept. 15, 1893, died Jan. 12,
1982. She is survived by a sister, Mamie E. Herr;
five nephews; and two nieces. She was a member
of the Pequea Brethren in Christ Church where the
funeral was conducted by Rev. Gerald Wingert
and Rev. Cyrus Lutz. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.

Evangelical Visitor

New Life Plan
Announced
The newest life plan (survivors' aid)
available from Mennonite Mutual Aid
Association may soon become the plan
in greatest demand at MMAA, said
Richard O. Miller, operations manager
for MMA's Auto, Life and Retirement
Services.
The Annually Renewable Term
(ART), like all of MMAA's life plans,
provides financial aid for survivors,
whether for funeral costs, unpaid mortgages, or other expenses.
Several attributes make the A R T
package attractive: (1) the low initial
cost and (2) the flexibility. Coverage can
now be purchased for a one-year period
to meet definite short-term and general
needs. Because coverage extends for
only one year, premiums are the lowest
possible for each age group.
Anyone between the ages of 19 and 64
can enroll in the plan, and may continue
until age 70. There is a minimum entry
level: either $25,000 coverage or a $100
annual premium.
The A R T is different from one-year
plans available at most insurance companies, Miller said. For example, a portion of the premiums are channeled to
the Mutual Aid Sharing Fund, which
assists people with needs not covered in
an insurance agreement. Also, funds
from the plan are invested—often with
church programs—in a way consistent
with the values Mennonite and Brethren
in Christ share.
Regular rates for the A R T assume
that the participant is a non-smoker.
Higher rates are charged to smokers.
This is the first time M M A A is applying
different rates for smokers and nonsmokers.

Manley: Frank Manley, Sherkston, Ont., born
Nov. 16, 1912, died Jan. 16, 1982. He is survived
by his wife, Muriel; three daughters: Mrs. Eleanor
Rogers, Ruth and Martha; and a son, Jim.
Stoler: William Earl Stoler, born Aug. 11,
1906, died Jan. 22,1982. He is survived by his wife,
Treiva; two daughters; and a son. Rev. Lynn
Thrush conducted the funeral service.
Wiles: Mrs. D. Elizabeth Wiles, born April 4,
1894, diedJan. 19,1982inChambersburg,Pa. She
was the daughter of Henry D. and Emma Crider
Wingert. She was married to Harry D. Wiles who
preceded her in death in 1973. She is survived by
six nieces and one nephew. She was a member of
the New Guilford Brethren in Christ Church
where the funeral service was conducted by Rev.
Maurice Bender. Interment was in the Salem
Cemetery.
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Special Olympics at Messiah

Messiah College hosted the third and
final Special Olympics for the greater
Harrisburg, PA area on Saturday, Feb.
20 in the large gym of the Eisenhower
Campus Center.
Coach Doug Miller, area chairman,
directed indoor soccer for these mentally retarded boys and girls, ranging in
age from about 10 to 18. He says that
"the kids have a really wonderful time,
and there's a lot of excitement!"
Miller reports that the group of 40
kids includes some really fine athletes.
This fall he will continue to work with
them, getting the best players ready for
the state soccer tourney, which is outdoors. "Last year we sent 12 players, and
three were named to the all-tourney
team," Miller says with obvious pride.
Messiah has been involved with the
Special Olympics for three years. Miller,
who is track and field coach and assistant soccer coach at the college, says that
the first year about 20 enrolled, last year
30 responded, and this year more than
40 are involved.
The college donates the facilities and
equipment, and students volunteer their
help. Miller says that the ideal instructorplayer ratio is one-to-one, and notes that
40 Messiah students are helping this
year.
The major activity of Special Olym-

pics is in track and field. The state finals
will be at Dickinson College in April,
with around 400 participants plus a
large band. Miller is hopeful that Messiah will host the event in 1983.
Gifts in Kind
Many of you know that through the
generosity of Joe Stiles of Sebring, Florida, Messiah College received two thirtyacre orange groves as part of an endowment. The college is fortunate that John
Sollenberger of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, a long-time trustee of the college, has given his services for the past
five years to manage these orange
groves. Both gifts in kind and services
like the Sollenbergers' are very appropriate and greatly assist the college
in providing education for worthy
students.
There are other examples of contributions in kind to the college this year,
including several stamp collections,
large wooden carvings of Biblical characters, a tract of land in the Poconos, a
valuable gift of furnishings and lustreware from B.T. Brubaker of Mechanicsburg, and a valuable spectrometer
from the Eli Lilly Company for us in the
Natural Sciences Department.
The college is glad to receive gifts in
kind. After appraisal and transferral,
they can be used in college programs,
invested for income, or changed into
assets that are then invested to provide
funds for service and improvement of
education. Donors can help Messiah in
a wide variety of ways and can get tax
deductions for such help.

"Mennonite Your Way"
To Conference this summer
Mennonite Your Way Travel Directories are still available. That word
comes from the kitchen table office of
Leon and Nancy Stauffer, originators of
the idea of hosting and staying with families while traveling.
Born six years ago, Mennonite Your
Way encourages broadening friendships
and economical traveling. It is an idea
for the energy conscious traveler in
1982.
Mennonite Your Way Directory III,
published last spring, lists more than
2000 North American households who
have offered to host others from the
peoplehood. In addition, the Directory
includes the names of 105 international
contacts in 46 countries, "What to See

. . ." descriptions of 25 Mennonite and
Brethren communities, Ten Commandments for Travelers, and a ten-day worship guide for traveling families. A special pull-out, center-fold map highlights
nearly 50 Brethren, Brethren in Christ,
and Mennonite agencies across Canada
and the United States.
Stories abound of friendships begun
from those who have become Mennonite Your Wayers. The idea of nurturing
and cultivating the brotherhood instead
of milking it, is working.
MYW Directory III is available at
$6.00 each or two for $10.00. (Pennsylvania residents add 6% sales tax). Order
from: Mennonite Your Way, Box 1525,
Salunga, PA 17538.
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Readers
Respond
Being "subject for
conscience sake"
My hat is off to Herbert Hoover, for
his letter in the February 10 Visitor,
"Tell Me More," said what I believe, and
much better than I could have said it.
If I were 18 again, I would register for
the draft, and as a NON-RESISTANT.
"If my kingdom was of this world then
would my servants fight." (John 18:36)
Herein is part of the foundation of the
two kingdom theology. But so long as
we are on this world our duty is to be
subject for conscience sake. (Rom. 13:5)

WE DIALOGUE

DIALOGUE

Two kingdom theology
and a few observations
from Anabaptist history
The February 10, 1982 issue of the
Evangelical Visitor contained a letter
from Herbert J. Hoover that I found to
be interesting and the articulation of a
commonly held Brethren in Christ theological idea. Herbert noted that "activist" stances regarding the nuclear arms
race "are not compatible with two kingdom theology." (p. 14). While I believe
he is correct in his understanding of
"two kingdom theology" as articulated
and practiced by Mennonites and Brethren in Christ of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, I cannot help but point
out that "non-participation" and "separation" of nineteenth and twentieth century Anabaptism were not always the
common expression of "two kingdom
theology."
I earnestly believe that the current
"you leave us alone and we will leave
you alone" thinking of Anabaptism is
the result of severe persecution and not
careful theological reflection. It is not a
secret that the early generations of Anabaptist believers were soundly persecuted by both Roman Catholic and Protestant church leaders. Such persecution
quickly teaches you to be silent and
withdrawn. The Anabaptists of the
eighteenth century and following learned they could think and live as they
pleased, more or less, so long as they did
14

Romans 13:1 says, "Let every soul be
subject to the higher powers
" I Peter
2:13 admonishes, "Submit yourselves to
every ordinance of man." Titus 3:1
makes it a duty to "put them in mind to
be subject to principalities."
From our 1942 General Conference
Minutes, pages 24 and 25, I quote the
following excerpts. "Our church has
been strictly non-resistant from it's earliest history. Our tenets have been outlined repeatedly in our literature, and
our position has been defined to our
several governments.... Due to the . . .
gracious tolerance of our governments
both in the United States and in Canada, we have advanced a long stride
We now have an alternative provided, in
lieu of contributing to the war effort,
Out of deep reverence for the will of
God, and in sincere appreciation for the

recognition of the governments, we recommend that we as a Church continue to
support the alternate program in every
way and to the utmost of our ability,
counting it a privilege to give witness to
our faith, our sincerity, and our zeal by
the full measure of our devotion that is
evidenced only by sacrifice."
Romans 13:2 declares that "Whosoever therefore resists the power, resists
the ordinance of God: and they that
resist shall receive to themselves damnation."
The above was the voice of the Brethren in Christ Church, and for me still is
my standard. So please forgive me if I do
not march with the "pacifists," nor
endorse the movement to refuse registration.
Elam O. Dohner
Rockwood, TN
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not "rock the boat." That type of thinking has become the norm for their heirs.
I would argue that this passive stance
has not always been the norm. When we
turn to the documents of the sixteenth
century we see a different understanding
of the two kingdom theology. Two
kingdom theology is a foundational
plank of Anabaptism. But the two kingdom theology of the sixteenth century is
quite active. Those believers knew mankind had two options for life: the rule of
Christ and the rule of Satan. They could
be a part of the true church or a part of
the world. The central issue behind two
kingdom theology in the sixteenth century was the question of allegiance. To
whom do you belong? The issue was not
personal or corporate purity defined in
terms of no contact with or witness to
those persons in the kingdom of Satan.
Rather the early Anabaptists desired to
be living reflections of their Lord, Jesus
Christ. A witness to the world was
important to them. Here are a few
examples.
First, the Schleitheim Confession of
Faith (1527) reads: "All those who have
fellowship with the dead works of darkness have no part in the light. All who
follow the devil and the world have no
part with those who are called unto God
out of the world." The thought here is
that believers do not participate in deeds
of evil. They saw themselves as separated unto God. That did not mean they
shunned people who were not Anabaptists. Remember, the only serious missionary work done in the sixteenth cen-

tury was done by the Anabaptists. They
were in their societies but they were not
of their societies.
Secondly, the sixteenth century Anabaptists did not refuse to witness to the
rulers of their day. Remember they lived
under governments that were not democratic in nature. They did not necessarily
have the "right" to speak out, but they
did. Menno Simons (d. 1561) and Balthasar Hubmaier (d. 1528) serve as
examples here.
Between 1539-1940, Menno wrote a
tract entitled "An Affectionate Exhortation to All Magistrates, Learned Ones,
Common People, and the Sects; also to
the Bride of Christ, not a little Scorched
by the Heat of the Sun, in all Places."1
Despite Simons' claim that this is an
"affectionate" address, one does not
have to read far to find out that Menno
was upset with the intolerance exhibited
by the rulers of his day. At one point he
writes, "O my dear sirs, what are you
doing? Where in the world is the sword
of righteousness, of which you boast,
given and entrusted to you? You have to
acknowledge that you have put it in the
sheath, and in its stead you have drawn
the sword of unrighteousness." 2 Also,
there is a liberal scattering of quotes
from the prophets which speak of God's
destruction of the unrighteous. This
tract does not even come close to articulating the separation/withdrawal thinking of nineteenth and twentieth century
Anabaptism and still Menno was firmly
committed to two kingdom theology.
Hubmaier serves as a second example
Evangelical
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of "activist" Anabaptism founded on
two kingdom theology. George Williams' text Spiritual and Anabaptist
Writers3 contains a tract written by
Hubmaier, entitled "On Free Will."
The paper, as the title implies, set
forth Hubmaier's views on the freedom
of the human will. He does not present
his case to the church leaders of his time.
Instead, the treatise begins with these
words, "To the serene, noble prince and
lord, Lord George Margrave of Brandenburg, Duke in Pomerania and Stettin, and of the Kashubes and the Wends,
Burgrave of Nuremberg, and prince of
R u g e n , . . ."."Hubmaier writes this tract
in the hope that the local ruler will see
and agree with his opinion. Hubmaier
could have reasoned that he, since he
was a member of the kingdom of God,
should not make contacts with the rulers
of this world. But he did not think in this
manner. Hubmaier chose to witness to
the prince. He made his opinion known
to a secular leader.
If the Brethren in Christ Church of
the twentieth century wishes to continue
the promotion of passive separation
based on two kingdom theology, there is
historical precedence in our Anabaptist
background. At the same time, we need
to realize not all of our Anabaptist forebearers gave unconditional priority to
such passivity. Many of the sixteenth
century Anabaptists believed they stood
at a crossroad of human history. Because
of this they confronted and witnessed to
the society around them. They actively
made their "kingdom of God thinking"
known to the kingdoms of Satan. I
believe the Anabaptists of the twentieth
century stand at a crossroad also. In
light of what I hear the kingdoms of the
world saying, I am not sure the models
from the nineteenth and twentieth century Anabaptists are the most viable for
a nuclear age. It seems to me that twentieth century Anabaptists would do well
to reconsider the active, nonviolent witness models of their sixteenth century
forebearers.
Jay McDermond
Nappanee, IN
FOOTNOTES
'Menno Simons, The Complete Writings of
Menno Simons, edited by John C. Wenger (Scottdale: Herald Press, 1956), pp. 190 ff.
2
Ibid., p. 196.
3
George Williams, Spiritual and Anabaptist Writers, Library of Christian Classics, vol. 25 (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, MCMLVII), pp. 114
ff.
4
Ibid., p. 114.

March 25, 1982

Editor's

Notebook

Twenty questions
As promised in the January 25 Visitor, this issue contains a readership survey
as an insert.
Last year, when the idea of a reader survey was first considered, we toyed
with the idea of mailing it to only a sampling of readers, much as a sister
publication recently did. That idea, however, was soon abandoned in favor of
making the survey available to all subscribers. We want and need every reader's
input in evaluating the Visitor and helping to point the direction of its future
ministry. In fact, if two readers in your home have a significant difference of
opinion about the magazine and its ministry, why not photocopy the four-page
survey and mail in two responses!
The first half of the twenty-question survey focuses on the magazine. A series
of multiple choice questions asks you to evaluate overall appearance, content,
format, frequency, etc. We chose the "check-off' style to make it simpler and
easier for you to respond to specific questions. But you will also notice several
places for additional comments or suggestions, so that you can share concerns
or views not covered by the questions. If you need more space for comments,
please use an additional sheet of paper.
The second half of the questionnaire is about you—where you live, what
responsibilities you have in your local congregation, and (since it is an anonymous survey) how old you are. This section will help us to get to know our
family of readers just a bit better.
We have hopes that a high percentage of Visitor readers will take the time to
complete and return the survey. An investment of 15 to 20 minutes on your part
will be of great help as we plan editorial content and format in the coming
months. So, pick up your pencil or pen (please, no crayons), pull the survey
form out of the Visitor, and begin. (This is an "open book test," you may refer
back to prior issues if you wish.) Please express yourself freely. Quite often,
your most accurate response will be the first that comes to mind.
The survey form is designed to be a "self-mailer." Simply fold it in thirds (as
marked on page four), with the "Business Reply Mail" side out. Tape it with
transparent tape, so it does not get caught and mangled in the postal system's
automatic equipment. And mail it to us as soon as possible—before May 1,
please. (For Canadians, we are enclosing a self-addressed envelope, since you
can't use business reply mail into the States.)
I am looking forward to reading the evaluations. Hopefully yours will be
among the first to arrive. Thanks, in advance, for helping to make the Visitor a
more effective church paper.

On the horizon
Here, take a quick look at the schedule for April and May issues of the
Visitor: "The Easter Impact" by Harvey Sider; "Behold, thy king cometh" by
Millard Herr; "More than just a Sunday school" by Dale W. Engle; and "I like
splinters, b u t . . . " by Daryl Climenhaga. Here is an April 10 "Dialogue" article
on taxes, and various items focusing on the business agenda of General
Conference.
And here, waiting to be scheduled, are articles on healing; death and dying;
evangelism in the local congregation . . . .
If your subscription is about to expire, be sure to renew! You won't want to
miss any of these articles, and we don't want to lose you as a member of the
family of readers.
G
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shirt business
to create jobs for
Atlanta welfare women
Mennonite Central Committee's policy manual for North American voluntary service workers explicitly prohibits
them from "entering any private business dealings." And Jesus' manual for
service, the Sermon on the Mount, tells
Christians to give up their shirts, not
manufacture more.
Why then is MCC U.S. worker Kevin
Vereide of Severna Park, Md., setting
up a T-shirt factory in Atlanta?
Vereide was a business major at Messiah College, Grantham, Pa., attracted
to MCC by the prospect of working at
minority economic development in the
inner city. He spent most of his first year
in Atlanta conducting job readiness
training sessions and seeking employment for a group of women in a low
income housing project who were on
welfare.
The sessions covered interviewing
techniques, proper work habits, handling grievances on the job, personal
management, and making a mark in a
company.
But though Vereide and the Family
Consultation Service (FCS) through
which he works, managed to find jobs
for all the participants who had proven
themselves through a good record of
attendance and punctuality, the Atlanta
job market is tight, and it was not easy.
16

So to create jobs Vereide, Stan Dawson (employment counselor for FCS),
and two Christian businessman have
been hatching a business idea.
Vereide explains that while Atlanta is
becoming an attractive location for corporate headquarters, it has lost much
for its labor-intensive industry. Many
unskilled, semi-skilled and blue collar
types of employment have moved outside the city limits, placing jobs outside
the reach of those who rely on public
transportation.
Mothers on welfare are finding it very
hard to get work, at the same time the
government is cutting its assistance.
Even positions such as hotel housekeeping are hard to come by, according to
Vereide. At the Department of Labor
office, lines are long and jobs scarce.
Even seeking employment can be expensive: "When people must pay 60 cents
each time they board a bus, the cost of
traveling around town putting in applications builds up."
Enter a few Christians who "feel a call
to serve God in the inner-city." One of
the businessmen has expertise in the
garment industry. "We cannot tell people God loves them and then ignore their
other needs," says Vereide, and the need
for employment is obvious. "These ideas
came together and the dream of a small
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T-shirt manufacturing company began
to emerge."
The goal is not only to employ women
currently on welfare, but also, through
sewing T-shirts, to give them "a skill
they can be proud of." Vereide adds that
they will be able to earn more money
than they have been receiving through
public assistance, and to "retain their
independence and dignity."
Developing the business has been
deliberately slow and careful. The owner
of an existing T-shirt manufacturing
business has allowed Vereide to spend
much time at his company learning how
it operates. He has also offered technical
advice.
While Vereide is developing the expertise to operate the business, he and the
others involved have also been able to
find local investors. They are providing
finances for equipment and operating
capital, but will not receive a return. The
business has space available for its operation and the Coca-Cola company, headquartered in Atlanta, has verbally promised a contract for jerseys. Vereide hopes
to hire the first workers by January.
The business is incorporated as a
profit-making company but Vereide
notes that "the motivation of all involved
with this idea is not to start an investment for personal gain but rather as
Christians to meet the needs of the poor
of our city." He himself is willing to
extend his voluntary service term to
manage the business while it gets off the
ground.
He says, "We who are involved with
this idea hope that in a small way we can
show the world what the Kingdom of
God is like."
MCC News Service
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